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Recorded Comments on Note Pad 

 

CONCEPT – Strengthen Resiliency  

• Raising the Northern Avenue Bridge in response to environmental resiliency: 

▪ Make sure that this project is an integral part of the overall regional plan. Focus 

on the larger context – not just on the individual bridge project. Make sure that 

this is coordinated with other studies and plans for the area.  

▪ How will the raised bridge work with the existing/adjacent street elevations? 

Please discuss how the slope will work if the Northern Avenue Bridge is raised.  

▪ Will the raised bridge meet ADA requirements? Walkability from all sides has to 

be maintained. YES – the entire project will be ADA compliant.  

▪ What will the impacts be on adjacent properties? We have to make sure that 

the adjacent property will not look like a canyon – stepping down steeply from 

the new elevated streets. A special concern on how the new street elevations 

will affect the Courthouse Building. 

▪ Make sure that the raised bridge does not look like the Moakley Bridge 

▪ Can the Northern Avenue Bridge provide a landing for the Ferry and Water Taxi? 

▪ Please present the design concept of the Northern Avenue Bridge at the 

September MATF Meeting (Meeting No. 5).   

 

• Movable vs Fixed: 

▪ Fixed bridge is more reliable – especially in emergency.  

▪ Fixed Bridge is more advantageous for placemaking 

▪ Movable Bridge – this is unique and it will be a big loss if the bridge is 

permanently fixed.  

▪ How to capture the spirit of a movable bridge in the new bridge will be 

important. We have to honor it in a real way. 

 

TOPIC – Honoring History 

• Structural Assessment of the Bridge – Existing vis-à-vis Proposed: 

▪ There is a strong emotional attachment to the existing Northern Avenue Bridge 

▪ We should keep as much of the structure as we can  

▪ Preserve the bridge if possible 

▪ How can we preserve the Frame – even visually 

▪ If we cannot maintain the existing structure, then be bold 

▪ In the proposed bridge – can parts of it be enclosed? 

▪ Present the cost-benefit analysis of the proposed bridge 

▪ It is important that this bridge be well maintained in the future 

 



• Historic Preservation Alliance – it is in the process of reviewing. Based on the existing condition 

report, the desire to build a bridge that will last, and the need to have a resilient bridge, the HPA 

will make a decision on their recommendation. Based on the various trade-offs, it is possible 

that they will recommend a new bridge. Currently they are not at that point yet. 

 

CONCEPT - Placemaking 

• Placemaking – finding direction for the bridge design spirit:  

▪ It is premature to decide a specific placemaking design 

▪ How do we measure placemaking success? A place with name recognition? 

Popular gathering place? Photographed a lot? 

▪ Include placeholders so that future design ideas can be incorporated 

▪ Provide a place where people can go to 

▪ The place has to feel right, with the right proportion, the right atmosphere 

▪ It has to connect to the water 

 

• Chapter 106 – the design will have to be strongly defended or it will not pass – if the existing 

Northern Avenue Bridge is to be replaced, the reasons to take down the existing bridge have to 

be robust. 

• Financial analysis of the various options needs to be done – this will influence the decision of the 

selected option. What is the cost of restoring vs building a new bridge? 
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