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ABOVE:  The island will provide a place for 
sitting and walking while bringing people 
close to the water.  Shown here is the 
recently-completed Riverwalk in Chicago 
which provides waterfront access.

LEFT:  Designs for the “Island” are still in the 
concept stage but a creating a place of respite 
is one of the goals.

Vegetation can provide resiliency by mitigating wave action, provide a home 
for �sh and aquatic birds, while improving the water quality.  Vegetation on 
land areas provide more pervious surfaces to help control storm water run o�.

The new Harbor Island will have a similar form to 
the unique geology of the Boston Harbor 
Islands.  The Drumlins in Boston Harbor are a 
geological rarity, part of the only drumlin swarm 
that intersects a coastline in the U.S. This design 
re�ects the form of the drumlin islands and the 
curved form extends the length of the shoreline. 
The island provides an opportunity to create a 
resilient public park by incorporating living 
shorelines, tidepools, �oating wetlands and 
resilient edges.

A New Harbor “Island”

Placemaking is one of the four conceptual foundations of the Northern Avenue Bridge project that designers are incorporating.  Placemaking opportunities fall into 
three general areas:  the bridge itself, the “island” area under the bridge center span, and the approaches at either end.  One of the goals of placemaking is to make 

the bridge area a destination that will allow visitors, commuters, and residents to have a stronger connection with the water.  As a critical link in Boston’s 
Harborwalk, the Northern Avenue Bridge becomes an open space as much as a transportation corridor.

Placemaking
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Examples abound of both curvilinear and orthogonal 
plaza designs.  The Northern Avenue Bridge transitions 
between the open, natural setting of the Channel and 
the more enclosed, built environment of the Seaport 
District.

Boston has several examples of successful spaces that are shared by 
vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists.  Downtown Crossing and Old Sleeper 
Street, shown above, illustrate multiple modes sharing the same 
right-of-way.  

ABOVE:  Modes can be combined into a single 
right-of-way in various con�gurations and with various 
degrees of separation.  Vassar Street in Cambridge and 
Argyle Street in Halifax use paving materials to separate 
modes.  Argyle Street, designed by Ekistics + Design, also 
uses bollards and other street furniture to reinforce the 
separation while allowing free-�owing crossings for 
pedestrians.

RIGHT:  An existing shared right-of-way along Allen 
Street in New York and a proposed plan in Boston fully 
separate each mode and incorporated planting as part of 
the dividers.

https://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20170105/uptown/does-this-sign-help-with-argyle-streetscape-confusion/

©Ekistics Plan + Design;  photos ©Scotty Sherin

https://nacto.org/case-study/raised-cycle-track-on-vassar-street-cambridge-ma/

https://www.americaninno.com/boston/cycle-tracks-proposed-for-boston-public-garden-2/

Approach Plazas - Shared Space Along the Harborwalk

Placemaking is one of the four conceptual foundations of the Northern Avenue Bridge project that designers are incorporating.  Placemaking opportunities fall into 
three general areas:  the bridge itself, the “island” area under the bridge center span, and the approaches at either end.  One of the goals of placemaking is to make 

the bridge area a destination that will allow visitors, commuters, and residents to have a stronger connection with the water.  As a critical link in Boston’s 
Harborwalk, the Northern Avenue Bridge becomes an open space as much as a transportation corridor.

Placemaking

https://nacto.org/case-study/left-side-bike-lanes-on-allen-pike-st-new-york-ny/
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When the Northern Avenue Bridge is reopened, its higher elevation will provide for panoramic views of the harbor as part of Boston’s Harborwalk.  It will be an attraction for visitors, residents and commuters alike who will have the opportunity to stop and 
appreciate this City’s historic waterfront.

Northern Avenue Bridge - A New Outlook on the Harbor

Placemaking is one of the four conceptual foundations of the Northern Avenue Bridge project that designers are incorporating.  Placemaking opportunities fall into 
three general areas:  the bridge itself, the “island” area under the bridge center span, and the approaches at either end.  One of the goals of placemaking is to make 

the bridge area a destination that will allow visitors, commuters, and residents to have a stronger connection with the water.  As a critical link in Boston’s 
Harborwalk, the Northern Avenue Bridge becomes an open space as much as a transportation corridor.

Placemaking

https://www.nps.gov/npgallery/GetAsset/670B9719-1DD8-B71B-0BF943986AF3DA67
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